
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Preludium in G Minor Buxtehude 

* HYMN 486 When the Morning Stars Together  Weisse Flaggen   

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: Come, let us worship God who provides for us. 

People: Even when we are burdened, God hears our cries. 

Leader: Open your hearts to God’s infinite mercy. 

People: We open our spirits to receive God’s love for us. 

Leader: Lift your voices in praise, for God has come to comfort you. 

People: Thanks be to God who heals our wounded souls. 

INTROIT     Robert Hebble 

Sing to the Lord with hearts and voices, sing to the Lord with joy. Sing to the Lord the 
world rejoices, sing to the Lord! 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR MISSION  Phil Tamis 
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MINUTE FOR MISSION  Carolina Zuluaga and Logan Beharry 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that too often we have been quick to say 
‘yes’ to you, and then we have been quick to forget our bold words  
of commitment.  We have wanted to serve, only to be easily drawn 
away by other cares and distracting fears.  Yet you have never  
ceased to love us. You never stopped working for our healing and 
restoration.  Transform us that we may truly become your disciples.  
We pray this through Jesus Christ our Savior.    

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 



 

 

* HYMN (in bulletin) Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 17:1-7 

ANTHEM Locus Iste Bruckner 

 Locus iste a Deo factus est, inaestimabile sacramentum, irreprehensibilis est. 

 This place was made by God, a priceless mystery; it is without reproof. 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 21:23-32 

SERMON “Integrity”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY O God, Thou Faithful God J. S. Bach 
  The text can be found at No. 277 in the hymnal 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 303 Jesus, Lover of My Soul  Aberystwyth 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Toccata in E Minor Pachelbel  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) was the North German keyboard master whom  
the young J. S. Bach allegedly walked 200 miles to hear play and possibly study with. 
Buxtehude’s flamboyant Preludia combine sections that sound like improvisation with 
carefully controlled fugal sections. Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) was trained as an 
organist and didn’t begin composing his great symphonies and masses until he was in his 
forties. The highly chromatic and progressive harmonies of his large-scale works is in direct 
contrast to the simplicity and directness of his small motets like Locus iste, based on a text 
for the dedication of churches. J.S. Bach (1685-1750) wrote three sets of cantatas for 
every Sunday of the church year. “O God, Our faithful God” is the last movement of 
Cantata 24, written for the 4th Sunday after Trinity in 1723. Johann Pachelbel 
(1653-1706) was on organist in the Southern German tradition. Pachelbel’s style was 
influenced by Italians such as Frescobaldi. J.S. Bach’s older brother Johann Christoph was 
a student of Pachelbel’s and was young Bach’s first teacher. Pachelbel’s influence can be 
seen in J.S. Bach’s early works before he became familiar with the works of Buxtehude. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 17:1-7 (NRSV) 
 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the 
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped  
at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But 
the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 



 

 

children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some  
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 
you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so  
that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 
Matthew 21:23-32 (NRSV) 
 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders  
of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.  
25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’  
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say,  
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I  
will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to 
the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to  
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 
you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 


